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UM WILDERNESS INSTITUTE HELPS LAND-USE PLANNERS

kemp/jg
5/16/78
dailies

by
Stephen Kemp
UM Information Services
MISSOULA—

About 70 million acres of roadless and wilderness lands within the United States
currently float in a land-use limbo, their ultimate fate still undecided.

Nearly a

third of these primitive lands are in the Northwest, more than 10 per cent in Montana
alone.
The U.S. Forest Service has undertaken an enormous project labeled Roadless Area
♦Review and Evaluation (RARE II) to officially designate all wildlands to specific
uses, such as recreation, timber harvest, grazing, wildlife, mining and wilderness.
Before making such decisions, the Forest Service must establish present and
potential use of the land.

Extensive field research and reviews of existing written

data must be conducted.
An organization has grown from the very heart of these trackless wildlands and
assists land allocators, planners and involved citizens.

It's call the Wilderness

Institute, a formal entity within the University of Montana School of Forestry.
Tom Daubert, the Institute's editor, explained its purpose.

"Wildland allocation

and management have become the subjects of increasing controversy, with more public
interest and involvement than ever before.

Wildland decisions are often irreversible,

and there is a recognized need for an organization that can supply nonbiased information
to interested parties."
An example of the Institute's role in land allocation and management planning is
the research it conducted throughout the summer of 1977 in the Rattlesnake roadless
area.

Because of its close proximity to Missoula, the Rattlesnake is a popular playground
-more-
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for local recreationists.
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Remarkably, however, most of the 90-square-mile wilderness

remains in its natural state, scattered with numerous high mountain lakes, streams
and wooded canyons.

Ownership of the area is divided primarily between Montana Power

Company and the Forest Service, the latter's portion included in the RARE II process.
In the spring of last year a citizens group called Friends of the Rattlesnake
asked the Wilderness Institute to gather recreational use and impact information that
could be used for a plan to preserve and protect the area.
Institute researchers collected cultural and historical data and spent 30 days
in the field taking inventory of all campgrounds and trails.

The Institute then

published three recreation-use reports from the collected data.
According to Cass Chinske, executive director of the Friends, "The Wilderness
Institute's Rattlesnake study was very professional and nonadvocate.

Its data will

be critical for the future of the area's management plan."
The Institute also conducted field research on Confederated Salish-Kootenai
tribal lands on the west slope of the Mission mountains and in the "Great Burn"
located 30 miles west of Missoula.

Also studied were sections of six Montana rivers,

including the first recreation-use study of the Flathead River between the Buffalo
Rapids Bridge and Perma.

In addition, the Wilderness Institute recently completed a

two-year resource and recreation inventory of the Bean Bacon Roadless area in Idaho.
Besides providing land allocators, managers and involved citizens with information,
Institute field studies serve a broader purpose as educational experience for those
who participate.

Field studies are a professional outlet for students and citizens to

do practical work.
The staff of the Wilderness Institute is a conglomeration of UM students and
educators, agency professionals and private citizens.

Staff are supervised by

Institute Director Dr. Robert R. Ream, Assistant Director Dale Harris and field
study coordinator Ken Wall.

Students gain first hand experience in land management
-more-
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techniques they may apply later to careers in wilderness-related fields.

Citizen

staff members learn ways to take a more active role in the land-use decision-making
process.

This is especially important in view of the role public participation will

play in RARE II wildland decisions.
The Institute also sponsers student and citizen education programs to cultivate
a greater appreciation of the wilderness resource and to form guidelines for its
use.

One of such programs is a 17-credit Fall Quarter offering titled "Wilderness

and Civilization."

Students who enroll in the program begin by taking a ten-day

backpack trip with their instructors into a nearby roadless area.

Upon returning to

campus they attend classes that combine study in forestry, English, philosophy and
the humanities.

The Institute uses this interdisciplinary approach to offer students

a broad perspective on wilderness as a resource, from both philosophical and practical
stand-points.
In the upcoming months the Wilderness Institute and the UM School of Forestry
are planning a major conference on RARE II. Representatives from government agencies
and citizen special interest groups will meet to discuss, clarify and possibly
resolve conflicts over the future use of America's last roadless areas.

According to

Robert Ream, the Institute hopes the major issues and problems involved in RARE II
decisions will be brought out in the conference, "so participants may work together
for compromises which are realistic for the diversity of interests involved."
In another project, Institute staff are working with outdoor filmmakers Beth
Chadwick and Annick Smith to develop a public television series called
Women."

Wilderness

The documentary-dramas will be based on the experiences of 19th century

pioneer women and their much neglected roles in the American West.

Chadwick and

Smith are piecing together the biographies of 31 wilderness women from letters,
journals and diaries.
-more-
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The Wilderness Institute is responsible for raising all of its funds.

All buJ

five of 48 requests the Institute has submitted to granting organizations and agencies,
such as the National Endowment of the Humanities, the Bureau of Land Management and
the Associated Students of the University of Montana, have been granted.

In this

time of land-use controversy, the Wilderness Institute is coordinating the efforts
of humanists and scientists from inside the University and out towards the promotion
of wisdom in wildland planning and management.
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